On the 10th of October, 1853, I had the honour of reading before the London Medical Society a paper on the mode of action of morbid poisons, and of the syphilitic poison in particular. I then attempted to demonstrate that the absorbents were not the means by which poisons were ordinarily received into the blood, and that in those cases where the evidence was most conclusive of great excitement in the absorbent system, there was comparatively little danger of the poison being received, as such, into the general system. I endeavoured to show that the absorbent glands were, in fact, placed as sentinels in different parts of the lymphatic vessels, and that they had the power of refusing admittance to certain injurious agents; or of retaining them, until those agents had undergone a change, such as would render them comparatively innocent when admitted into the general circulation. These principles were illustrated particularly with refei'ence to the morbid actions induced by the inoculation of the syphilitic virus. The primary forms of syphilitic disease I then ventured to divide into four principal varieties?namely : 1st, those in which the application of the poison, or of some irritant applied either with the poison, or shortly afterwards, produced mortification of the infected part; 2ndly, those in which the contact of syphilitic matter produced true ulceration?that is, an action in which the absorbents played a part and took up portions of the infected tissue impregnated with syphilitic matter; 3rdly, those in which a free suppuration was produced, and in which the secretion from the sores consisted principally throughout their course of well-formed pus globules; and 4thly, those in which the morbid action induced consisted of a specific adhesive inflammation. From tables which I read before the Society, it appeared that the first form of disease was not necessarily accompanied by either swelling or inflammation of the absorbents; nor was it followed by any constitutional symptoms: that the second was as a rule accompanied by violent inflammation of the absorbent glands, but was not followed by secondary symptoms: that the third was not ordinarily accompanied by swelling or inflammation of the glands, and was not followed by secondary symptoms : that the fourth was accompanied by an indolent swelling (but not inflammation) of the glands, and was, as a rule, followed by some form of constitutional disease, unless this was prevented by mercurial treatment. 2. A primary syphilitic sore affected with specific adhesive inflammation is not, under ordinary circumstances, inoculable by the lancet upon the patient himself; but that in its early stage, or after it has been subjected to certain kinds of irritation, it may be so inoculated; and that then it will give rise to some adhesive form of inflammation.
